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| . DLECTRI, STRIET BAUAWAYS

fanu.un RAPTI LY DECO)H\G T-l‘l ELECTRIC

t CITY OF FUR WEST. & i3

B Elfct‘ieity. ax npnlxcd for motive powcr

for streef cars, £ comparatively ‘new ap-
plicazion of this

BUCCES: operation. Portland’s first road
was lhel ne from the- western approach of
lhoq’ R. & N. Jo.’ssteet bridge to Albine,
‘and has been in successful operuuon for the
past twu months, The next roand was the
iMetropohmn reilway, which started at the
Northern Pacific passenger depot and ex-
tendi to the "Rourishing snbmﬂaol Fulto

and t,o-?ny they sée them in pnctlcnl and,
S

Park. . The twc other linérunder}comtmc- :

tion are the -ineto Woodstock and.the
Multhomah Etreet Railway Company's

Waushington street line, both of which are to

be eo'mpleted Within !hn next sixty days.

' ’.l‘Be power to run these roads i3 generated
by steani, the engiuerscd being high-speed
automatic, belted direct to the dy nawno, and
the eléctrical carrent - is. carried from the
dynamos to, the motors by the medium. of
the overheud wires. This current is at a

pressure of 500 wolts, which is not dunger- -

ous to human life, as‘is evidenced by its
‘daily-ase on ov:r 200 -oads in the country.
Each cdr is cquipped with two 15-horse
powet molors one suspended from- and
gonred th each oxle.aund are entirely inde,
pendent of the car body. Should a mator’
become disa le1 it capn be *“‘cut out” and the
car operated w.th.one motor.

The cars are controlled by switches ou’
| cachiplutform, operated svith handles by the’

driver. A turn of the switch one way wul
startithe car'zbénd, but should an accident
be imminent, due toan obstruction on the
track, by wnother turn of the sw; witch the ma-
‘chinery is reversed and the car brought to
astandstill., The importance of this cannat
ohmsumnud especially in  crdwded

{:uruughlnreq o' i

Cursopernied by electricity are runat’a cost
of from one-th rd to one-half less than with
horses, the ratiy varying with tke conu!hons
‘and number of cur§ run, and giye the publn:

. quicker, bettes, and cleaner sorvlce f Its

adoption has c-nsed Portland io take on a
more melropol tan air than ev
deanlngn is th at, situated ns I’loruznd is, it

most wonderful of natures *
 forces. 'A year agotl e,pebp!e of Portland
hnd onlw avagro Ida'x of electric’ railroadgy
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